HOLLAND AND IRELAND

all be removed to France, to work in my ports. Write in
this sense to State-Counsellor Real. I will stand no nonsense
about this. The Prefect is my representative. Those who
stood by while he was assaulted are all guilty. I suppose I
ought to be grateful because the two towns let themselves
be disarmed when the troops arrived? As for those of the
offenders who got away, their houses must be burnt down,
their families arrested, their property confiscated, and they
themselves condemned to death by court martial for failing
to appear. A number of the worst offenders are to be shot.
Send a copy of this letter to State-Counsellor Real. It needs
bloodshed and chastisement to wash out such an insult to
the government.
[LECESTRE, ii, 804.]
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IRELAND AGAIN

TO GENERAL CLARKE, DUKE OF FELTRE, MINISTER FOR WAR

SAINT-CLOUD, July 4,1811.

I WANT you to send for O'Connor and the other Irishmen
in Paris, and to see if you can revive a party in Ireland,
At the present moment I have 25 war-ships off the Scheldt,
and 9 in the Texel. I am very much inclined to send an
expedition of 3,000 men and 4,000 horses to Ireland in
October, if I can be sure of finding support there, and if
England goes on reducing her garrisons to send troops to
Portugal, You can easily understand that my control of the
Scheldt and Texel, coinciding with the English disarma-
ment, provides an unique opportunity.

I will agree to any terms the Irish like. It is a matter of
immense importance. I want to have a plan, and to know
what I can expect from it, within a fortnight. There is
nothing to prevent my sailing out of the Scheldt; and, as the
British haven't a man in England, they will be forced to
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